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The Clipper Visits
St. Margaret’s

BY JUDY FOLEY '

St. Margaret’s Convent, tucked behind tall shrubs
d shade trees along Washington St., sits
acefully against the backdrop of the ocean. Inside,
Al-worn paths lead through the sloping grounds to
randful of antique buildings that dot the property.
nun, dressed in the light gray habit so familiar in
xbury in the summer, tended a small, well-kept
getable garden. Another rocked under the shade
a maple. .
The quiet was broken by steady banging, as a
rkman hammered a stud into a form outside one
the weathered buildings. Mother Anne Marie
ldenly came across the yard, swifty gliding
sards the driveway with a welcoming smile. As
: began talking, words spilled out in rapid
:cession and her hands were in constant motion,
phatically darting here and there. .
{he construction was for a new shower, she said.
:re was only one bathtub in the house, and the
went was adding a shower with money raised
m a recent yard sale.
¥hen local residents heard of the yard sale, many
:red help, Mother Anne Marie said. ‘‘People
'e concerned that we might get cheated, and they
ped us price the merchandise and then helped on
day of the sale.’’ The proceeds went to install the
wer, ‘‘but the contact with the people was of far
ater value'than the money,”” she said. ‘‘They’re
sinning to realize that we have open doors here
t our chapel is not closed.”’
he settled down on a lawn chair behind the
pel, finding a cool shelter from the heat under a
ve of pine trees. The Washington St. traffic was
ely audible in the secluded yard, but the active
er of nuns inside are hardly cloistered from the
side world. Mother Anne Marie, anenergetic and
»urceful woman, supervises the convent with a
ince of wit and wisdom, but takes no credit for
work. “If you depend on Someone bigger than
rself, inspiration and help always comes."
he Duxbury convent, St. Margaret’s-by-the-sea,
ummer residence to the sisters who make their
nanent home in Boston's Louisburg Square.
ting in 1903. when the order bought 13 acres on
waterfront “‘for a country home for the Sisters
a house of rest for women,” their Duxbury
eat has been open from June to mid-September.
r the vears thev acauired the chapnel and maore

friends and supporters in an outdoor Mass and

luncheon.

Mother Anne Marie talked about other works done
by the Sisters of St. Margaret, one of the most
well-established Episcopal orders in the country.

The order, founded in England by John Mason
Neale in the early 1800’s, was introduced to the U.S.
in 1873, when 3 sisters came to Boston to work as
nurses in a small, 8-bed pediatric hospital. That
starting point grew to become the world-renown
Boston Children’s Hospital.

Although it was established as a nursing order,
the society has changed to suit the needs it saw in
other mission work. Today there are 6 missions
outside its Boston convent, including the 42-bed St.
Monica’s Nursing Home in Roxbury, *‘the first in the
country for poor, black women,” Mother Anne
Marie said, now open to all races, almost all of whom
are on aid.

The order also runs retreat houses in Montreal,
New Hartford and Philadelphia. and their St. Agnes
House in Lexington, Ky., provides hospice-type

uarters for cancer patients receiving treatment at
the nearby University of Kentucky Hospital.

Its most impressive mission work has been done in
Haiti. The order has worked since 1927 with the
Holy Trinity diocese in Port au Prince, where Mother
Anne Marie described ‘‘unbelievable poverty and
ignorance.”

The sisters took charge of the Holy Trinity School,
first housed in the old catherdral building with 76
students and now has an enrollment of about 1300.
The order oversees the orphanage and, in 1945,
started St. Vincent’s School for handicapped
children, the first of its kind on the island.

““There is a tremendous pride and intelligence in
the Haitian people,’’ the mother superior said, *‘and
a will to get an education that would put us to shame.
Parents, who are beginning to realize the importance
of education after years of trying to carve a living
from the land, are willing to sacrifice anything for
their children’s schooling.’

Students are charged a small tuition. ‘‘We believe
you must work for what you get, or it doesn’t have
any value. So we charge a small tuition, whatever
can be worked out. The change in attitude, and the
feeling of dignity in the parents who provide their
kids with an education, is tremendous.’”” In the
1960's the school opened a gift shop where parents
and older students can work for scholarship funds to
lay tuitions for the needy.

The nuns also started a 3-year trade school
program for 1,000 students and evening classes. The
trade school, which teaches 10 professions from

mechanics to home economics, is a new concept in
Hait: AMathoaew Ameros Ao e %% a6%s 2. - &

floor,”” Mother Anne Marie recalled. The group
toured the country, performing a concert at the
General Convention of the Episcopal Church and 25
other concerts in 26 days.

During that tour, members of the Boston
Symphony Orchestra heard the students, *‘and were
impressed by their innate talents and the possibility
of expansion.”” -The next year, William Moyer,
personnel manager of the BSO went to Haiti to see
what he could do to help. He brought his son, Fred,
then 14, a noted pianist, who performed the Bach F
Minor piano concerto with the orchestra. Later,
trumpeteer Roger Voisin came for 2 weeks of
concerts with the group.

In 1976, the BSO invited 55 members of the Holy
Trinity Orchesta as their guests to Tanglewood for a
month. Students were treated to private lessons,
sectional rehearsals, and *‘the thrill of playing under
Arthur Fiedler and Seiji Ozawa.’ American Airlines
offered transportation. Neatly 50 members of the
BSO gave their time and talents. The benefits to
each side were immeasurable.

On that trip, the orchestra was scheduled for 2
nights and concerts in Philadelphia. Because
national exams in Haiti were scheduled for the same
time, 3 first chair orchestra members had to return
to Haiti before the tour. The concert mistress was
replaced by student Romel Joseph, one of 5 blind
students from St. Vincent’s in the orchestra. Joseph,
who Mother Anne Marie said could hear a concerto

"just once and repeat it, has since then received a

4-year scholarship to the University of Cincinnati
Conservatory of Music, where he remained on the
dean’s list. Other members of the orchestra have
won auditions to Tanglewood and the World Youth
Orchestra at Interlochen. .

In 1979, Mother Anne Marie saw the fruition of
her long-time dream: the dedication of the Holy
Trinity Music School, which has been acclaimed
across the globe. ‘

She shrugged aside her own accomplishments in
the development. *In religious life, you give
yourself to God -- mind, body, soul and spirit. He
doesn’t usually ask what you want to do, you're just
thrown in."

The experience has been rewarding in itself, she
said. *‘l found that people want to do good, and
given the chance, they will. We're battered by TV
news and split second advertising. People become
pulverized -- everything’s bad and the problems are
too big. But God never asked us to solve all the
problems, and most people -- like the members of
the BSO -- are glad to find something good to do.
Most want to believe in Something bigger than
themselves, even though they may not be ready to
call it God. They need to find some goad in life.””
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/alescent home. The convent still operates a
ller, 4-week camp for girls aged 7-11. It offers
y services, retreats, and **an open door’’ to those
need. The wusual summer tranquillity was
rrupted recently as the sisters celebrated St.
garet’s Day at the convent, joined by dozens of
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and later, the Holy Trinity

children,’’ she said.

e Lldssical education system, and few skilled
workers were being trained. There are factories
opening up on the island, and there was a real need
for this type of training.” :
In 1955, then-Sister Anne Marie was sent to Haitj.
While there, she expressed an interest *‘to do a little
something on the lines of music’" at the school. Out
of that ‘‘little something’’ came the 45-piece Holy
Trinity Philharmonic Orchestra, the first in Haiti,
Music School.
The dream started with S violins and 6 wind

instruments, all donated, and lessons by school
music teacher Hector Lominy,
“Tune-a-Day"" book,

could find. ‘‘He put tha

with the help of a
the only music material he

motet.
tremendous talent in the
“"Had we ever thought of what

““Then we realized the

] t ghastly little group together . -
|and out of that, the impossible came about.”’ In 1963~ °
the orchestra played its first concert, “"Grandfather’s

Clock," for the First Communion

more good on this earth than you can imagine."”

The bells for noonday office began to chime, and
the sisters started to file towards the small chapel.
Mother Anne Marie stood, marking the end of the
conversation. She smiled again and offered a warm
embrace. ““God be with you,” she said. **And
remember, we're always open here.”’

She disappeared under the pine trees, and the
quiet settled back onto the convent. The workers had
left unnoticed. The traffic noises were still muffled.
Outside the confines waited deadlines and
commitments, here there was serenity, patience and
acceptance that comes with complefe devotion.

It was difficult to leave. : | L
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(St. Margaret's Convent on Washinglon' St is

open to the public for daily services: morning prayer

at 7 a.m.. Holy Eucharist at 7:30, noonday office at

12, evening prayer at 5:30 and compline at 8:30. The
chapel is open daily from 6:30 a.m. through
compline for private prayer and meditation.)

we were trying to do, we might never have tried.**
The call went out to Haiti and beyond for
instruments and volunteer teachers, and the
| program grew.

In 1973 the orchestra, now
| orchestra, came to the U.S. for the centennial
celebration of St. Margaret’s. Its first concert was
_piaved.at St John's Church in Duxbury, “with i

rsofa & chair.

a full 45-piece
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»u Never Ask,
You'll Never Learn

...How to save money on mortgages...How
best to invest in real estate...Why now is the
time to buy...your local Plymouth County
Realtor has information for you about these
& other housing facts. Contact one today.
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The Plymouth County Board of Realtors

Sponsor of The Homestead Cause. Ask about it.
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